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Dear R

I write to you today on behalf of the New England Council to express our strong support for H.R.
6130 / S. 3267, the Alzheimer’s Screening and Prevention (ASAP) Act. This crucial, bipartisan, and
bicameral legislation seeks to revolutionize how our healthcare system approaches cognitive decline
by expanding access to early Alzheimer’s disease biomarker tests, modernizing screening tool
coverage under Medicare, and improving early detection and care coordination for patients and their
families.

As you know, the New England Council is a non-partisan alliance of businesses, academic and
health institutions, and public and private organizations throughout New England. Our mission is to
promote economic growth and a high quality of life in the region. Given New England’s position as
a premier global hub for medical research and senior care innovation, we urge you to consider
supporting this vital piece of legislation.

Alzheimer’s disease is an escalating public health crisis that currently affects more than 6 million
Americans, including hundreds of thousands of seniors across the New England states. Historically,
many individuals are not diagnosed until the disease has progressed to an advanced stage, limiting
their medical options. However, recent breakthroughs in diagnostics and the emergence of FDA-
approved disease-modifying therapies have fundamentally shifted the landscape. We now have the
scientific capability to identify and address cognitive impairment earlier than ever before.

The New England Council supports the ASAP Act’s proposals to expand Medicare coverage for
early detection, enhancing provider capacity and education, improving care infrastructure and
prevention, as well as streamlining access to treatments. The New England Council recently hosted a
discussion focused on early detection of diseases and experts agreed that screening for and
diagnosing severe conditions at an early stage vastly improves patient survival rates and significantly
lowers overall long-term healthcare expenditures compared to late-stage interventions. By
authorizing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to provide Medicare coverage for FDA-
approved or cleared blood-based biomarker tests for the early detection of Alzheimer’s and other
dementias., the ASAP Act could ensure patients and their families have access to treatments as early
as possible and reduce the broader fiscal burden on our regional healthcare ecosystem.

The legislation has significant bipartisan momentum and endorsements from leading patient
advocacy organizations, and the New England Council believes that this legislation could play a
pivotal role in changing the trajectory of Alzheimer’s disease across our region and the nation. We
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encourage you to support efforts to secure its passage. If you have any questions or require
additional background, please feel free to contact our Director of Federal Affairs, Sean Malone, at

smaloneg@newenglandcouncﬂ.com.

Sincerely,

o T

James T. Brett
President & CEO
The New England Council
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